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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
cancel Claims 1-9. ^S^m 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A garden hose comprising; '^^^ ^ ^ 

an inner tube made from a thermoplastic polymer composition including polyvinyl 
chloride and sized for fluid carriage in a garden useiT and 

one antimicrobial agent disposed in said polymer composition compr i sing 
polyvinyl chlorid e a nd an; 

wherein said one antimicrobial agent is selected from the group consisting of 
2,4,4'- trichloro-2'-hydroxy diphenol ether ofgnd 5-chloro-2 phenol (2,4- 
dichlorophenoxy). 



11. (Currently Amended) A garden hose according to claim 10 wherein a 
concentration of said antimicrobial agent in said polymer composition is prosoRt 
be^A^eoft from about 200 ppm awd to about 10.000 ppm based upon the weight of the 
thermoplastic polymer composition- 



12- (Currently Amended) A garden hose according to claim 1 0 wherein said 
antimicrobial agent Is present in said polvmer composition from between about 500 
ppm at)4 to about 6,000 ppm based upon the weight of the thermoplastic polymer 
composition. 



Cancel claims 13-19. 



20. (New) A garden hose, comprising: 

a tube constructed of a thermoplastic polymer composition including polyvinyl 
chloride, said first tube sized for fluid carriage in a garden use; and 

one organic antimicrobial agent disposed in said thermoplastic polymer 
composition. 
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21 - (New) The garden hose of claim 20 wherein the antimicrobial agent is 
2,4,4'- trichloro-2 -hydroxydiphenol ether 

22. (New) The antimicrobial hose of claim 20 wherein said antimicrobial agent 
is from about 200 ppm to about 10,000 ppm based upon the weight of the thermoplastic 
polymer composition, 

23. (New) The antimicrobial hose of claim 22 wherein said antimicrobial agent 
is from about 500 ppm to about 5,000 ppm based upon the weight of the thermoplastic 
polymer composition. 

24. (New) The antimicrobial hose of claim 20 wherein the garden hose has an 
outer diameter of at least about 0,5 inch. 

25. (New) A garden hose, comprising: 

a first tube of a thermoplastic polymer composition including polyvinyl chloride, 
said first tube sized for fluid carriage in a garden use; 

a first antimicrobial agent disposed in said thermoplastic polymer composition, 
the first antimicrobial agent being an inorganic antimicrobial agent. 

26. (New) The garden hose of claim 25 wherein the first antimicrobial agent is 
selected from the group consisting of a titanium compound; a barium compound; a zinc 
compound; a silver compound; and a copper compound. 

27. (New) The garden hose of claim 26 wherein the first antimicrobial agent is 
a silver compound, 

28. (New) The garden hose of claim 25 wherein the first antimicrobial agent Is 
selected from the group consisting of titanium dioxide; barium monohydrate; zinc 
pyrithlone derivatives; elemental silver; silver zeolite; silver in amorphous glass; sliver In 
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a sol-gel formulation; elemental copper; copper zeolite; copper m amorphous glass; 
copper rn a sol-gel formulation; elemental zinc; zinc In zeolite; zinc in amorphous glass; 
and zinc in a sol-gel formulation. 

29, (New) The garden hose of claim 25 wherein a concentration of the first 
antimicrobial agent is from about 200 ppm to about 10,000 ppm based upon the weight 
of the themioplastic polymer composition. 

30- (New) The garden hose of claim 25 wherein a concentration of first 
antimicrobial agent is from about 200 ppm to about 5,000 ppm based upon the weight 
of the thermoplastic polymer composition. 

31 . (New) The garden hose of claim 25, further comprising: 

a second tube disposed substantially concentrically on an outer aspect of and 
surrounding the first tube. 

32. (New) The garden hose of claim 31 wherein the second tube is 
substantially free of antimicrobial agents, 

33. (New) The garden hose of claim 25, further comprising: 

a second antimicrobial agent incorporated In the thermoplastic polymer 
composition of the first tube. 

34. (New) The garden hose of claim 25 wherein the second antimicrobial 
agent is: 

(a) an inorganic compound selected from the group consisting of titanium 
dioxide; barium monohydrate; zinc pyrithione derivatives; elemental silver; sliver zeolite; 
silver in amorphous glass; silver in a sol-gel fomiulation; elemental copper; copper 
zeolite; copper in amorphous glass; copper in a sol-gel formulation; elemental zinc; zinc 
in zeolite: zinc In amorphous glass; and zinc in a sol-gel formulation; or 
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(b) an organic compound selected from the group consisting of chlorinated 
phenols, and mixtures of chlorinated phenols. 
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